have called witnesses to show in what manner the wants of the anatomist are provided for in several foreign schools, and to state their opinion whether similar me- thods could be applied with advantage in this country, and if applied would be adequate to remove the present difficulties. ' The first origin of these difficulties is obviously to be traced to that natural feeling which leads men to treat with reverence the remains of the dead ; and the same feeling has prompted them, in almost all times and countries, to regard with repugnance and to persecute anatomy.
As the importance of the science to the well-being of mankind was discovered, the governments of different states became its protectors, and in this country particularly, by the statute of Henry VIII., protection to a certain extent was given and intended to be given to it; but that protection, which at first perhaps was fully adequate, owing to the rapid progress of the science, has long since become wholly insufficient.
How limited were the wants of the science in the former part of the last century may be learned from the lectures of Dr William Hunter, who describes the professors of the most celebrated schools, both at home and abroad, as employing in each course of lectures not more than one, or at most two subjects, and as exhibiting the performance of the operations of surgery, not on human bodies, but on those of animals. He represents the students in medicine and surgery as never exercising themselves in the practice of dissection, because for such practice they had no opportunities.
For such a system of instruction the provisions of the statute of Henry VIII. might well be adequate, and these provisions, indeed, may now be considered of importance only as a distinct admission of the principle, that the government of this country ought to protect anatomy. The London, that their number at present is somewhat above 800 ; the diminution in the number since the year 1823 being the consequence, probably, of the pupils resorting to foreign schools, the advantages of which were less known at the former period than * they are at present.
When it is considered what a demand there is for practitioners, as well to meet the wants of an increased population at home as of an extended empire of colonies and dependencies abroad, this rapid increase of students will not appear surprising ; and if it is considered also that not only is that demand an increasing one, but that every practitioner, however humble, from that laudable desire for intellectual improvement which characterises the present age, endeavours, if he can afford it, to obtain a good education, and must regard himself as ill educated if he has not gone through a course of dissection, the eventual increase of dissecting students can hardly be calculated, should their wants be supplied abundantly and at a cheap rate.
Although the students now attending the schools of anatomy in London exceed 800, not more than 500 of this number actually dissect. The duration of their studies in London is usually sixteen months, and during that time the number of subjects with which .every student in surgery ought to be supplied appears from the evidence (although there is some difference on this point) to be no less than three; two being required for learning the structure of the parts of the body, and one the mode of operating. The total number of subjects actually dissected in the schools of London in one year is stated to be not greater than from 450 to 500, which is after the rate of less than one subject for each dissecting student; a proportion wholly insufficient for the purposes of complete education. In the hospitals which supply subjects to the anatomical schools of F'rance and Italy, religious rites are paid to the dead before giving up the bodies for dissection : in the plan proposed for this country, most of the witnesses recommend that the performance of religious rites should be deferred until after dissection, and they are anxious that the anatomist should be required, under adequate securities, or a system of effective superintendence, to cause to be administered, at his own expence, to thje bodies which he dissects, religious solemnities and the usual rites of burial.
The plan proposed has this essential circumstance to recommend it,?that provided it were carried into effect, it would yield a supply of subjects that, in London at least, would be adequate to the wants of the anatomist. The number of anatomical students resorting annually to London, and the number of subjects with which they ought to be supplied, have been already stated. fording protection to the study of anatomy, yet the poor and middle classes are the most so ; they will be the most benefited by promoting it, and the principal sufferers by discouraging it. The rich, when they require professional assistance, can afford to employ those who have acquired the reputation of practising successfully. It is on the poor that the inexperienced commence their practice, and it is to the poor that the practice of the lower order of practitioners is confined. It is, therefore, for the interest of the poor especially, that professional education should be rendered cheap and of easy attainment; that the lowest order of practitioners (which is the most numerous,) and the students on their first entry into practice, may be found well instructed in the duties of their profession.
Such, on an attentive consideration of the evidence adduced, is the deliberate judgment of the Committee on the matters submitted to them ; and it now remains for the house to consider whether it will not be expedient to introduce, in the course of the ensuing session, some legislative measure which may give effect to the recommendations contained in the present Report.?July 22, 1828. [This interesting and masterly report, with the evidence which accompanies it, will probably be made the subject of review in our next number. 
